Letter 8–A12 and A120
Dear Councillor,
I wish to register my strong objection to the proposed residential development on land either side of North Lane, Marks Tey.
At the Parish Council meeting on 23 July 2026, local residents had the opportunity to discuss the challenges and opportunities facing our village. One of the most positive ideas presented was the Parish Council's view that future growth should form part of a carefully designed Master Plan that benefits existing residents, improves local infrastructure and tackles the congestion and air quality problems associated with the A12 and A120.
The current proposal fails to meet those objectives.
North Lane is a small rural lane serving a relatively limited number of households. A development of around 300 homes would represent a disproportionate level of growth and would fundamentally alter the character of the area. The proposed estate entrances would be positioned close to corners and bends on the existing road, creating significant visibility and safety concerns for motorists, cyclists and pedestrians.
The single-lane railway bridge near Marks Tey station already experiences congestion during peak periods, and traffic levels on local roads are frequently problematic. The addition of hundreds of extra vehicles would inevitably place further pressure on an already stretched road network.
The proposal also raises serious concerns regarding school capacity, access to healthcare, flood risk, environmental damage, construction noise and the loss of privacy enjoyed by existing residents.
I support the Parish Council's proposal for development to be brought forward alongside a new A120 truck or relief road positioned slightly away from the current A120 alignment. Such a project could deliver traffic relief to existing communities, improve traffic movement and form part of a genuinely strategic solution.
I also believe there is merit in considering development closer to the A12 corridor, where it may be possible to support additional parking at Marks Tey railway station and encourage greater use of public transport.
I therefore urge the Council to refuse any application and pursue a more comprehensive long-term plan for Marks Tey.
Yours sincerely,

