Letter 9–A12 and A120
Dear Councillor,
Please accept this letter as my formal objection to the proposed housing development off North Lane, Marks Tey.
Having reflected on the discussions at the Parish Council meeting held on 23 July 2026, I am convinced that the current proposal is not the right solution for the village. I fully support the Parish Council's excellent aspiration for a Master Plan that does more than simply add housing numbers and instead seeks to enhance the quality of life for current residents, while providing solutions to the congestion and environmental issues caused by the A12 and A120.
North Lane is currently valued for its rural setting, open countryside views and relatively peaceful environment. The proposal would introduce approximately 300 homes accessed from a road that was never designed to accommodate that scale of development.
Of particular concern is the location of the proposed access roads, which would be positioned close to existing corners and bends. Increased traffic at these locations would create obvious safety risks and would adversely affect residents, visitors, cyclists and pedestrians who use the lane.
The area is already affected by congestion when traffic diverts from the strategic road network. Additional vehicle movements from such a large development would inevitably place further pressure on local roads and infrastructure.
I am also extremely concerned about the impact on wildlife, including bats, owls, badgers and hedgehogs, together with the potential loss of mature trees, increased flooding risk, pressure on schools and healthcare services, and years of construction-related noise and disruption.
The Parish Council's proposal for development to be linked to a new A120 relief route located slightly away from the existing A120 appears to offer a far more practical and forward-thinking solution. Such a scheme could reduce traffic pressures on the existing community while improving traffic flow along an important transport corridor.
Furthermore, I support consideration of development alongside the A12 dual carriageway, where it could help provide additional parking facilities for Marks Tey station and deliver wider transport benefits for the village.
For all of the above reasons, I respectfully ask the Council to refuse the North Lane proposal and instead support a properly planned approach that reflects the needs of both current and future residents.
Yours sincerely,

